Date: September 15, 1993 



Processing Note 



Re: Telephone Conversation 

Alsop , 11/25/63, 10:40 a.m. 



between 



the President and Mr. 



Joe 



While working on preservation of the dictabelts t-h® • 

staff observed the following inaccuracies in th4 transcript 

On page 3, the transcript reads: 

JA (Cont'd) : "...I suggest that you announce that as 

fIrn dC V n0t Wan ^T he Attorne Y General to have the clean 
full, responsibility of reporting...." ' 

On page 3 , the transcript reads: 

Up a written report giving to the 
public everything of the FBI that is relevant...?" 



The archives staff heard: 



JA (Cont'd): "...I suggest that you announce that as 

you do not want the Attorney General to ha?fthe cleJn 
full, responsibility of reporting...." -Lean, 



JA: ” ...to draw up a written report giving to the 

pu lie everything of the FBI that is relevant...." 



Claudia Anderson 
Archivist 
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November 25, 1963 
10t4&am 

„ y -j 

AZLr-PHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND >' 

ME JOE AESOP 



LBJ: Jo« ? 



JA: 

EBJ: 

JB: 



le*, Mr. President, 

1 appreciate very much yssar calling, . „ 

Well, jon know what I feel aitout ywasdyw kssw how I . . . well. 
I put it ail in the letter. . . 



7 he aaa ord « red ordsj? during the day, probably right after 

ths funeral, a etate court of inquiry headed by the Attorney General 
•erhich he will have associated with him esi or two of the outstanding 
civil liberti*. jurist, in the country, perhaps Jarwarski who 
represented the Attorney General ia the 5th Circuit negro case or 
some of the trial lawyer© of Amarica or Dean Story, or. . . 

You mean* somebody from outside of Tesas ? 

No, ihey're going to hav® FBI from outoids T^ Sfl but this is under 
1 ssao ^ take ail the Invnlvcmsste and we don't send ia a 
bunch of carpet-baggers ...that's the wcrse thing he could do- right 
aow. . . 



•3A: You think so. . . 

E2J: I know. ..well, T3»r S got te® FBI doing anything that. . if there's any • 

question about Texas operation they 1 vs got an FBI that's going to the 
bottom of it aad direct with tea Attorney General. .but paralleling that 
is the si us ribbon otot® beard of inquiry headed by the billlant Attorney 
General and associated with him m^h^dj like say John Garwood . 

Will Gaytoa's son-in-law, wk© wae a brilliant Supreme Court Justice 
teats retired. . . samsDody Ilk® Hobexts dM m& Pearl Harbor. . .and 
that 3 what the Attorney General is doing... »sw, if we have another 
b«ll, you're g© 2 -£i have pe ople tossing wr ©ach other 
everybody agreed, .now I ks^ that asms of She lawyers. . they 
thought of tea blue ribbon amdsate flat. te® Justice, and we just 
can’t faavo team lobbying thorn against the President, when he makes 
teasa decisions. We dacidad teat the best thing to do, number on® 
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LBJ 

Cont'd 

JA: 

LBJ: 



JA: 

LBJ: 

JA: 

LBJ: 



JA: 

LBJ: 



the 

to put as FBI in full force, number two to put the State in full force. . 

Nobody. . .nobody. . . Mr. President, is lobbying me, I lay awake all 
night. . . 

They're sot lobbying you, they're lobbying ma last night. I 

apent the day on it. . .1 h ad to lsa^a Mrs. Kessady'is side at the 
While House and call and ash th® Secret Ssrvicc and FBI to proceed 
aroma dials! y. . .1 sp@nl ms-Gl s£ say day oe this thing, yaatorday. I 
had the Attorney General £rsso Tasao fly is h®re. . .1 spenS as hour 
and a half with him yeetorday evening. . I talked to to® Justice Dept, 
lawyers and to the FBI aad the FBI ia of tka opinion that the wisest , 
quickest, ablest, meet effective way to go about it is for them to 
thoroughly study it and bring in a written repprt to the Attorney 
General at the earliest possible date which tfcWve been working on 
since 12:30 yesterday. Number one . ..and they have information 
that is available to no oaa. .that has not been presented thus far »nrj 
so forth. . .Number two. .to parallel that, we're having a blue ribbon 
court of inquiry. . , 

In Tessa 7 

In Texas. . . whsrs this thing seenrrsd. . . 

Mr. „•* resident, just 1st ms give you my political judgment on the thing. 
I think you've dons everything that could probably be don®. . 

W« just don't want to ba in & position. . . I'll make this ona more state- 
ment and then Fm through. ... I want to hear you. . . . we don't want to 
be in the position of saying that we have come in to a state o±har 
than the FBL . that they pretty wail accept. . . but some outsiders have 
told them that their integrity is no good and that wa're going to have 
3©m® carpetbag trials. . . w® can't haul off people from N©w York and 
try them in Jackson, Mississippi, .and w® can't haul off people from 
Dallas and try them in Now Y©rk. . . 

I a sa that, Mr. President. . „ hud. La* rav*, - T 

L is their constitutional right. . . . g© ahead.. .sksu?. . 

Let ms make one suggastion because I think this covers. . . I think 
this bridges the gap which I believe and Dean Acheson believes still 
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JA 

(Ceas'd) cadet*... being,. aad Bill Moyer* is the eaiy perOTsa Pre talked to ^ 
about it. . *aad Fz&csz&y i» g^i&g to caszc- ®si tosgsrrow naorxdat 
with a big thing about a. .a Mss li&fesa caaaaais-fii®© which 1 m thought 
of Indspeadesdy. . . U £sa ? t Js-cSSso Depastaasst lawyer* who are 
carrying oa thia. .it's Juat thing* happened thought a if by a lot people 
sad ysrs &sraght ef s^ssra Skas c io ^s 3 details thmnaayoM «l**..*»d 
Pm rars ye«*rs sigM ffiEssegt tktn's ccc fei^slmg piece. ..I auggaot 
that yo» asssusso 8baS sa p»e 4© ss3 casr£ ate ££&$>%%&'¥ fea^isi to 
hare tha «L®®©d fall* r®sp®ssiMS3bp <sf reporting «m Ms ©®® brother* a 
^aasslsaties* Shat you osSlsssiasd Ste thr®e jurist* and 1 would 
si&fgesrg the Tassos jurist® sea tess G 2 s=f ssas jurist* a® nsriew all 
the a-rids^ss? by the FBI asa g? se4ss® a stsjsrt. t@ ihe assies for the 
aadoa. , *asd a&ar tte tereoti^i^a la *&a§£@teisL . . *© that the 
country will hare the alory jiaiicially reriswod* outside Teams and 
if you toil Bill Moyers to call up Fsisadly esa 1* yea'll get c rat a 
special aassaescaasM SMa aftora©®^* ysu'ra going to mate a 
marrelon*. . « well* yoa’r* already asads «, asarrolowa start.. . you 
haTea't put a dumsed tost r of fisn lash wrong. . .aad Pro 

S 2 r*r sees anything Ilk® yo**cw hoe® ly mareelous la the 
most painful cir ca m eta ace e feat I <£s fed that Stera la that xsmeh of 
a gap a©i Pm stars that if Moyarg caHs Frisedlys, y®u hare a tarri&e • 
rapport from the Wa aMa gfesa Bgst a@i the •srtel® of the rest of 

the proas Instantly. . . 

U3Js 1*11 sruia both g?se*e@4isi?is-s wo*o© gat* Gjfessgja® . • c 

JAj If© yaa won't. . . as y©m w©a s S^ . „ jssS ssa fes procedures you’v® got 

aad add to those a stotosssst sayteg that ra wtea th® FBI 

ha® eox&pistod ita works '®fesa it haaigsaaftietsd Its work. ..as you do 
ao t wish to inflict ®a the Attorney Gemeral* Sh® painful task of rari awing 
the aridsaee ca^ssradag Ma feso^s^s assassiMttoa. . . yea bar® 
asked two or thra®. iaclsdlmg I isdteds tha bast judge oa the Taaca 

bench, o .Accartoaa jarijito feey^d* l^lridaals, Dcaa Achs^sa* for 
asaxapl®;, two or t fere© iaadidlewals aay pessihle sasplciea 

as to toelr iwdepeadeeee assi im^rtSalMy* to &©>w wp s wxittoa report 
giTiag to the pwhUe ©^arytMaf I# rtlamt and Item 

y©a will this w®itto® §®§»©r8..As^ Tiffisas ^a£«h tells the whole 
story ^yMeh to based ®a 8ho FM ©rSJsssa© 0 .*£6 i®esa*t as®4 t® «©o 
the toisfs tisat «h® FBI says «sb*& fee asssd. * .assi y®S will esrry 
absolve ^aTieti©m will Jast fe© that little ©s£sm addsd to the 
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JA 

(CoatcL) 

i 

l 


machinery €a&£ ysm’ra alraady got that -will carry 
complete coarictioa. . . 


LBJ: 


My Lawyers, though, Sms# tall rss tka* tha White Houae moat sot 
. . , the President. . . asssoS eM inject hixnaeli into local killings. . . 
aasL. 6 « 


JA: 


1 a grss with that* . . but ia SMa caaa It ds€a Maples to few £&© killing 
©1 tha President. . . and S&o tMsag la.. I a^2£3& spagjgesiiag issue. . . 


1*3 Ji 


2 that. * . 


JA: 

t 

t 

I 


Ml you* mlsd you® &. FraMdesfic Pza not taBdag about ssa 
isrsstigative body, 2 am talking about a body -which will taka all tha 
eridanca the FBI laas amassed when they have completed their 
inquiry and produce a public report oh the death of the President. 
That, I think, you as®, that ia set aa istarfersBC® in Tsssass. . . 


LSI: 


Mo, but it’s- * • 


JA: 


IT ait a sasa^, asrer. . . Shag is a ^say t® trs^sanit to the public, 
without fer&asb &£ confidence. „ .assd is a ■ssy that will easry absolute 
eoariciioa essikst tbs FBI has fes tsg». , = 


LBJ: 


Tfby saa^t tbs FBI Ssasas^t it? 


JA: 


B- 3 SS.G 33 s© ssss. . .again. . =,©m tha left they won't beliava the FBI. . . 
mnd thm FBI doesn't write smry wail. . . 


LBJ: 


Ton Hick Eatcsabacb? 


JA: 

l 

i 

f 


^Tali, 2 just wouldn't put it ©a Bobby nod Hick Kaissnbach. . . I'd have it 
outside...! think it's unfair &© pat It ea Bobby. . .it ia his own brother' a 
death. o . 


LBJs 


Hot going S© tossh it ©a 3®bhy„ * . we're putties it <sm tha finest jurists 
ia ths Iaasd...f9ff2ffisr as ad oS tha Assssisaa Bay Association. . . that’s 
samba tr ©so that we'r® psMsg is on. «.thsn we're putting it, s^i tbs 
tap IsresstigMiws agency casd. asMgg ghsaa 8s writ® a ropart. . . 


JA: 


Psa not. . .Pa sot suggesting that yea appoint aa additional Lsreati gating 
commission. ..Pm Just s^ggeotiaf tbss if y®m to carry absolute 


i 

» 

i 

\ 
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LBJ: 
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LBJ: 

JA: 

LBJ: 

JA: 

LBJ: 
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conviction*. . .this vary »malX iddlttOi to tha admirtela rnau-hirary 
that you'w already bama. . . will help yea aad I baliarro that it will 
•tafltetba imagination ef 8So cwastxy ass ba a very usafnl* happy 
thing ...and ths mu aaka if y&s. hav* tw» Mcaads. . .this afternoon. . 
for ®sas=#aa..aai!L Bess Atesss®. ..ha's tha mas to ask. ..I sa« all 
%h® argumaat* yom mate asdi ysn’ra daad right sad Pa not. ..my 
cosset ptioa is ssrsplataly •^©ag. . . fest X do think that this additional 
fosters is seated. . 

I Salted to. . . 1 gusss 9 aJtkGS midiright last night. . . 

Wmll I know how ys® sseoS have toss eaaearnad. . « 

the ablest, the trsast civil litertia* lawyer Sn EM® town in my 
judgment. . the man that'* mate the beet arguments before the Supreme 
Court and it was hi* judgement thv worst mistake vtc could make 
. . . getting trapped. . . 

And, I sow «*# «s&eily tow right you are and to® ^nreag I was about 
this £soa ef a Una ribtora. cssseesL gc£©®« . . 

ShM 

|fcw 0 y»ass« a Katxenbach suggested that a«H|pp revoked it. .the 
lawyers aad th® ssnssasii Just the esillag . . . said® my God Almighty. . 

1 ««t. , .1 9M...1 see that f®3 s $ps right asd to was ^roag. . what 1 do 



Than I called tote to Kaiesbach asd X thought ha accepted .... 

Wall* X ®e-a*i know anything about Stes®stote. . .2 haven't fcalted to him 
for three waste, .but what X ana sag g® sting is sot at ail what Sat r im h ate 
suggest ed. . .1 &n suggesting simply a teviu®. . . 

WalL lot sea talk t© Adte©@s 3 sete,.. 

fer? s umming up the resuM of Sto FBI is a way that will be 

.^maiataly ss^mts dateM©4c aa4 will sasxy uacballaageahls 
cosrictica* aa4 this sarsyisg coswictloa is just ofi important as carrying 
©a isrestigatiea ..hi $&© right CTf». osasl I «orry atoto tMa Post 
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JA 

(Coat'd) 

LBJ: 

JAi 



LBJ: 

JA: 

LBJ: 

JAi 

LBJ: 

JAt 

JLBJ: 



•ditorial.-. .Vd Ilka yam, to ga* ahgad of thorn. . . 

Asd* 1 m&rry about th* F®a^ |®zi©4 . . .bat. . . 

3 da too. . ..bat Pd Mk@ ysa to got a&ssd of thwni and if you have. . 
if yos sn&k® tMa daeiakrs and aavs Mayors eslli Friendly or Kay 
'kzs&aad ef baing* . . wall* yoo taw* , ..tMa la wfaat we ©isght to do.. . 
this is w&at ought to lbs ^stao os^S 1 &g& safes you do feeing daiaouased 
ss inadequate, they’ll bflpdso herd sM will do you a Srasatasaa 
^Isso and Vm s^ra ya® will ta ?0 the etassg^ssfi posslbla support, . . 
it -sill bs thought that everything has Iksss dona sfer\ft zxzmls doing 
aad. . „ bst Z do think . . 0 my @ws jadgsassS is that Hm ra la the* h*h#» 
miaeing piaca. . . asd- Doan, s^y dlmgras ©nd jms. to.r? to him 



m talk to him and. . . 

And. I hats to isterfara® sis-. . .1 s^aiy days to do s® feecsaa© I car® so 
swash ab©©£ you. ... 



I Ztss^? that, Jc®. . . . 

And 1 h&va the daapsst feitai ia you. ass I iMsis yem 6 ^ b@®E right »*vi 
Fra boots ^saga-.as to the general . . 

2t 8 a ssS a question. . . i$ 5 s s;©3 raaHy my thinking. . .I’m act ©sough 
ss^a sisacsd, . * 

Urn really. . • wbai I f m really hcaaotiy giving you la public relation 
advice sad not la gal adhriea. . 

Wall. . . Fsa ffi®£ bounded. . .1 don't have g dmfhsifa* civil liberties picture 
that 3@®E3 o£ tba Jisdks that hat?© ©s with xca..X had a lawyer 

laft my bens© around mMsdfghS | geeae, fhra® or four 

is'iu ?3 going ©vor this tMag £ 2 ©sb A to S* .Mbis 1 &a© Attorney G^naral 

called in bur® y ©staxdsy aa®^ssss .eta, q^®f the FBI waa put ea u 
o o .aftar ^cs laid Sasr-st Sorvisa to rgkk) m orflaM » ©rsrything they had. 0 
assd^ £Mg ^oq the &®sS ^ay to IkssS© It... 
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JAi 



LBJ: 

JAi 



Well* iJLr. Presidasi. . .1 2 ^©e£L . ,X s^ssi mf& k®sp> you feecaaas yoa’ll 
b@ lets getting into your fesssssars, ..hot 1 repeat. . .1 dhiak your decisions 
&eve besa 200% right aad I 'saa . .from the public re la tion s 

standpoint and from ihs standpoint of carrying conviction. . .there is 
that T-rvia-ring jtsy shied ia ®ajy to supply 'without infringing upon Texas 
feedings or sovsrsiguty. « © 

Thank j&&s say friend* =, 3yo. <> 

G@^£hr JO a . . 



i 
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